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Commzitee pfoposes plan to provide up to $15k to help pay for damage at Sojourners’

By Halley Griifin

Daify News statf writer

Help may be on the way for Moscow’s
Sojourners’ Alliance.

- The Moscow City Council is expected
to vote Monday on a resolution that
would provide the shelter up to $15,000
to help repair rot and water damage in
Sojourners’ homeless shelter on Van
Buren Street.

The resolution will include a $10,00G
contingency that could be approved by

the council at a later date.

With the city’s contribution,
Sojourners’ also is eligible for up to
$10,000in matchingfundsfromthe Idaho
Housing and Finance Association.

The transitional homeless shelter
found itself in deep financial trouble
last month after major structural dam-
age was discovered in two Sojourners’
‘)mldmgs

Sojourners’ officials discovered ongo-
ing leaks from improper bathroom tile
mstallation nearly - a- decade ago had

caused major damage.
“What the siomificance of this for us
What the significance of this for us
is, as it was mentioned, roughly over
a third of our population is impacted,”
Sojourners’ Executive Director Steve

Bonnar told members of the city's Public

Works and Finance Committee at their.

Monday mesting.
One of the facility’s two family apart-
ments is so damaged that it cannot be
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QUICKREAD

B WHAT HAPPENED: Moscow's Public Works and Finance
committee agreed Monday to ask the City Council to help pay
for repairs at a jocal transitional homeless shelter.

A WHAT IT MEANS: Officials at Sojourners’ Alliance discovered
slgnificant structural damage several weeks ago that the shelter
cannot afford to pay to repair. Costs are estimated between
$22,000 and $30,000.

B WHAT HAPPENS NEXT: The full City Council will vote on a
resolution Monday that would provide $15,000 to Scjourners’
Aliiance, with a $10,000 contingency. This money would come
from a line item budgeted for fair and affordable housing.

B Wiy YOU SHOULD CARE: Sojoumers’ Alliance is the area’s
only homeless shelter. More than one-third of the housing is
currently unfit for occupation.
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inhabited and likely will
cost more than $10,000 to
repair.

The women's shelter also
has major structural dam-
age beneath the bathroom
and could cost more than
$15,000 to repair.

“Financially, certainly
we are hard-pressed. And
this one would break us,
bottom line,” Bonnar said.

Councilman  Walter
Steed said he first learned
of the shelter’s struggles in
press reports Aug. 1.

“My first thought was
to look and see what the
city might do. This is not
a maintenance item ... (the
leaks) created a circum-
stance that they could not
have foreseen, could not
have handled,” Steed said.

Steed said he,
Councilman Dan Carscallan
and others were in contact
that Sasurday to discuss
options for city assistance.

“I'm definitely in favor of
this and have been since I
heard about it,” Carscallan
said Monday.

Bonnar said an increase
In community awareness of
the preblems at the shel-
ter has resulted in about
$1,200 since Aug. 1.

Councilman Wayne
Krauss said the damage at
Sojourners’ constitutes an
extraordinary situation.

“The community as a
whole needs to step up,”
he said.

The $15,000 will be
transferred from carry-
over in this year’s fair and
affordable housing bud-
get and will deplete the
$45,000 budgeted for fiscal
year 2010.
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Riedner said 54 of the avail-
able 85 downtown parking
permits have been sold. The
City Council dropped annu-
alparking permlt prices
from $375 to $75 to provide
an incentive for downtown
employees to park off of

. Main Street.

A survey of permit pur-
chasers indicates that 63
percent of the permits
were bought by downtown
employees, with one-third
purchased by downtown
residents and about 2 per-
cent purchased by own-
ers and people with other
needs,

B The city has been noti-
fied it will receive $23,703
in stimulus money from the
Office of Justice Programs.

The money will pay to
nstall two mobile data ter-
minals in Moscow Police
Department - vehicles for
more effective communica-
tion and procedures.

Halley Griffin can be reached a{
(208) 882-5561, ext. 239, or by
e-maif at hgnfin@dnews.com. "
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