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You can take an
aquarium and make
fish soup, but it's
really hard to take
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an aquarium.
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I try to take one day
at a time, but
sometimes several
days attack me at
once.
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Foofaraw
\FOO-fuh-raw\, noun:

1. Excessive or flashy
ornamentation or
decoration.

2. A fuss over a
matter of little
importance.

HMIS Annual Gonference

The national 2007 HMIS Grant Administration and Project Management Training was
held in Minneapolis on Sept 16" —18". The conference had excellent presentations
with a lot of good information for both HMIS projects and Continuums of Care. Both
Congress and HUD’s expectations for future McKinney-Vento funding calls for “all
CoCs to have fully implemented HMIS systems and to conduct HMIS-based analysis
on the numbers and characteristics of homeless persons and report it to HUD as part of
their annual applications for funding”.

One of the benefits of attending the national gatherings is that we’re able to meet with
other representatives from all over the country and compare our HMIS project,
procedures, concerns, questions and strategies with others. The good news is that Idaho
is doing a great job in implementing our HMIS and you should all be very proud of
your hard work and efforts. The foundation for a viable and relevant HMIS program
has been laid — now we can concentrate on building upon that foundation to ensure that
Idaho continues to receive the funding needed for our programs.

During the conference, three issues were stressed for all HMIS implementations, and
we will be working on them in the upcoming year. These are the areas where HUD is
concentrating their efforts in seeing improvements and gains in HMIS.

Data Quality — Data from HMIS is used for the CoC application for request of funds
for the state (Idaho received XXX in2007). Data from HMIS is also used to
supplement and validate the Point In Time Count. Our current 3 point plan* for data
quality improvement addresses the areas of concern as expressed by HUD.

1. AHAR - HUD’s Annual Homeless Assessment Report to Congress.
Continuums are expected to have a minimum of 50% HMIS coverage of all
beds in the continuum** (regardless of funding source) and increase HMIS
coverage yearly. Information for the AHAR comes directly from our HMIS
system. Since HMIS is a nationally standardized system, the representative
information collected locally can be used to produce national estimates on
the number and characteristics of sheltered homelessness individuals. For
the first time Idaho will be represented in the national AHAR data as the
Balance of State Continuum qualifies to participate in the AHAR for
2006.

2. Security — Information in HMIS must be kept secure — both electronically and
paper, safe and retrievable in an event of a disaster, and hardware and
software must meet the minimum standards. The security and privacy
requirements are set forth in HUD’s HMIS Data and Technical Standards
Final Notice. We will be reviewing our Policy and Procedures for the Privacy
and Security requirements for all Users and HMIS technical equipment.

* For more detail on the Data Quality Plan, please see the July 2007 newsletter or email

[ennifero@ihfa.org
** For Bed coverage rates for the Balance of State Continuum of Care, please email jennifero@ihfa.org
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Clients Served - Unduplicated Count hy Region
Jan 1% to June 30" 2007

Region 1 2 3 4 5* 6 7* S+C Total
Clients Served | 658 | 177 | 354 | 441 |2129| 465 |1031| 173 5428
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Sir Winston Churchill
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