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HMIS Annual Conference 

 

The national 2007 HMIS Grant Administration and Project Management Training was 

held in Minneapolis on Sept 16
th
 –18

th
.  The conference had excellent presentations 

with a lot of good information for both HMIS projects and Continuums of Care.  Both 

Congress and HUD’s expectations for future McKinney-Vento funding calls for “all 

CoCs to have fully implemented HMIS systems and to conduct HMIS-based analysis 

on the numbers and characteristics of homeless persons and report it to HUD as part of 

their annual applications for funding”. 
 

One of the benefits of attending the national gatherings is that we’re able to meet with 

other representatives from all over the country and compare our HMIS project, 

procedures, concerns, questions and strategies with others. The good news is that Idaho 

is doing a great job in implementing our HMIS and you should all be very proud of 

your hard work and efforts.  The foundation for a viable and relevant HMIS program 

has been laid – now we can concentrate on building upon that foundation to ensure that 

Idaho continues to receive the funding needed for our programs.   

  

  

 

Word Wise 

Foofaraw  
\FOO-fuh-raw\, noun: 
 
1. Excessive or flashy 
ornamentation or 
decoration. 
2. A fuss over a 
matter of little 
importance. 

HMIS Focus Points  
During the conference, three issues were stressed for all HMIS implementations, and 
we will be working on them in the upcoming year. These are the areas where HUD is 
concentrating their efforts in seeing improvements and gains in HMIS.  

 Data Quality – Data from HMIS is used for the CoC application for request of funds 
for the state (Idaho received XXX in2007).  Data from HMIS is also used to 
supplement and validate the Point In Time Count.  Our current 3 point plan* for data 
quality improvement addresses the areas of concern as expressed by HUD. 

1. AHAR – HUD’s Annual Homeless Assessment Report to Congress. 
Continuums are expected to have a minimum of 50% HMIS coverage of all 
beds in the continuum** (regardless of funding source) and increase HMIS 
coverage yearly. Information for the AHAR comes directly from our HMIS 
system.  Since HMIS is a nationally standardized system, the representative 
information collected locally can be used to produce national estimates on 
the number and characteristics of sheltered homelessness individuals.  For 
the first time Idaho will be represented in the national AHAR data as the 
Balance of State Continuum qualifies to participate in the AHAR for 
2006. 

2. Security – Information in HMIS must be kept secure – both electronically and 
paper, safe and retrievable in an event of a disaster, and hardware and 

software must meet the minimum standards. The security and privacy 

requirements are set forth in HUD’s HMIS Data and Technical Standards 
Final Notice.  We will be reviewing our Policy and Procedures for the Privacy 
and Security requirements for all Users and HMIS technical equipment. 

 
*    For more detail on the Data Quality Plan, please see the July 2007 newsletter or email  
      jennifero@ihfa.org 
**   For Bed coverage rates for the Balance of State Continuum of Care, please email jennifero@ihfa.org 

You can take an 

aquarium and make 

fish soup, but it’s 

really hard to take 

fish soup and make 

an aquarium. 

 
 

I try to take one day 

at a time, but 

sometimes several 

days attack me at 

once. 
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Clients Served  – Unduplicated Count by Region 

Jan 1st to June 30th 2007 
 
 
 
 

Reporting Agencies 
 

 

System Security – Can 

you Crack the Code? 
 

ServicePoint keeps our data 

secure by the use of 128-bit 

SSL Encryption.  But what 

does that really mean? 
 

128-bit encryption is a secure 

way for one computer to 

scramble information that is 

being sent to another 

computer and then put it back 

together. 
 

Encryption works somewhat 

like those cool secret decoder 

rings you used to get in cereal 

boxes – just at a much higher 

level.   
 

All information entered in 

ServicePoint is actually saved 

and stored on a secured 

Server at Bowman Systems in 

Shreveport, LA.  Before 

sending the information “over 

the wire”, the sending 

computer (this would be your 

computer) creates a random 

Key that is used to scramble 

your data.  The data is then 

sent to another computer (this 

would be the server in 

Shreveport).   

 

The receiving computer 

actually receives the data and 

the Key through different 

paths to ensure that even if 

the information was “hacked” 

or intercepted in transit it 

would not be readable.  The 

receiving computer does not 

even have to actually 

unscramble the data to save it 

to our database – it just needs 

the Key to read it.   
 

Pretty cool, huh!   

  

  

  

Personally, I'm always 

ready to learn, although I 

do not always like being 

taught. 
 

Sir Winston Churchill 
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T.e.c.h.n.o. Tips 

 

Homeless 

The term “homeless”, or “homeless individual”, or “homeless person”, 
includes an individual who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime 
residence; an individual who has a primary nighttime residence that is a 
supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide 
temporary living accommodations, or a public or private place not designed 
for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human 
beings and whom do not have the resources or support needed to obtain 
housing. 

 
Exclusion, the term ``homeless'' or ``homeless individual'' does not include 
any individual imprisoned or otherwise detained pursuant to an Act of the 
Congress or a State law. 

HUD Speak 

 

 

Region 1 2 3 4 5* 6 7* S+C Total 

Clients Served 658 177 354 441 2129 465 1031 173 5428 

 

Region One 
Bonner County Homeless Task Force 
St Vincent DePaul –Coeur D’Alene 
 

Region Two 
Alternatives to Violence on the Palouse 
Sojourner’s Alliance 
YWCA of Lewiston/Clarkston 
 

Region Three 
I.D.A.H.O. Inc 
Salvation Army CFS –Nampa 
Valley Crisis Center 
 

Region four 
The Advocates 

Crisis Center of the Magic Valley 
CORE Lodge 
South Central Community Action Partnership 
(SCCAP) 
 

Shelter Plus Care – State-wide 

 
 
 
*includes Outreach and Homeless Prevention providers 

 

Region Five 
Aid For Friends 
Bannock House/Independent 
Living Program 
Salvation Army Pocatello 
Southeaster Idaho Community 
Action Agency (SEICAA) 
St Vincent de Paul – Pocatello 
 

Region Six 
City of Refuge 
C.L.U.B., Inc. 
F.A.I.T.H., Inc 
Eastern Idaho Community Action 
Partnership (EICAP) 
Lemhi County Crisis Intervention 
The Ark 
 

Region Seven 
Boise Cares 
CHOIS 
Jesse Tree 
Supportive Housing and Innovative 

Partnerships 
Salvation Army – Boise 
Interfaith Alliance/Sanctuary 
Neighborhood Housing Services 
WCA 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jennifero@ihfa.org
http://www.ihfa.org/

